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Kiko and Dario 
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“Today I want to start by telling you an anecdote. The day was Monday and like normal I 
was taking the children and young people to school. But when I was already at the 
establishment, I realized that an external kid was missing. (Diego is the oldest of three 
brothers, 11, 9 and 6, who all receive assistance at Colonia.) Right away I returned to 
go find out why because he doesn’t skip classes and is a boy who is always interested in 
studying. When I returned to his house, his aunt came out and Diego behind her. He told 
me that he didn’t go to classes because he didn’t have the uniform pants, shirt and tie. 
I asked him, “Where are the ones that you had?” He responded, “I loaned them to my little 
brother so he could go to school.” I went back to Colonia to get him a uniform, but then 
I realized he didn’t have a backpack either. He also had loaned that to his brother. When 
I arrived at the end of school, he (Diego) came up to me and handed back the backpack 
with all of the uniform, but I told him that he could keep it all. The happiness was 
clearly noted on his face. 

African cabana with view of main walkway.  

Portland Marathon 2007 



 
“Our girls and boys are poor and need an opportunity to study. If these children had an 
opportunity to study, if the difference between the rich and poor were minimal, if 
everyone had the opportunity to attend a private school, if the families were not 
disintegrating, if there were more employers for the parents, if the leaders were not so 
corrupt . . . Colonia would not have a reason to exist. The children that come to Colonia 
are thirsty for love and caring and also of hunger . . .”  
 
 


